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THE MEAN GREEN
PRINTING MACHINE

THEQ PETTARAS of Digitalpress explains why green
printing with digital is a no-brainer,

FIRST, LET'S GET SOMETHING STRAIGHT
—print t5 not a dirly word. No fonger can

the print and paper indusiries be made the
scapegoals for deforestahion, water wastage,
chemical pollution and oiher nan-sustainable
prachices. Why? Because the prinl and paper
industries are bwo industries thal have came
on i leaps and bourds, changing our methods
and atlitudes to became truly green indusines,

Jonathon Porritt, one lime chairman of
the UK Sustainable Developmen! Commiission
put it best, when he stated: “There aren’t many
industries arcund that can aspire to becoming
genumely suslainable. The pulp and paper
indusiry, however, is ane of them. Al ils best,
Itis industry is inherently sustanable”

How so? | hear you ask. From paper
mill through designer, print manufacturer,
fultilment and recycling. the printed medium
15 one of the only communication mediums
fhat can claim environmental friendiiness
through its entire life-cycle, Choosing Lo print
an 100 percent posl-consumer wasle (PCW),
processed chlofine free (PCF), uncoated,
Faorest Stewardship Council (FSCY certified
paper, working with a printer who uses
walerless inks, or choosing 1o go up the diginal
print path 1o reduce wastage and increase
response rales through more largeted
campaigns are ail examples of print’s green
initiatives. Cigetal Printing 15 Green Primfing

The prinfing indusiry as a whale has
done a magnificent job in pulting in place a
number of iniliatives (hat educate and infarm
the print consumer of all the environmenial
developments and initialives that have been
iaking place

Environmental concerns are an
increasingly imporiant part of printing today,
when people are questioning wheiher cartain
projacts should even be prinfed. We printers
embrace the need for suslainable practices
and have a lol of good things going for us.

It k= imporiant o understand the
fundarmental differences with regards 1o the
emvironmenial impact between offset and
digital printers. The benefits of digial printing
start with making il practical and atfordable

fo order only as many producis as you know

you'll need, so there's no wasle when obsolete

printed materials are discarded. Digital
prinfing requires virtually no make-ready
paper, and digital printing presses such as
the Kodak NexPress are cerified by INGEDE
{ihe International Association ol the De-inking
Industry) because if 13 easily de-inked in the
paper recycling process

Here are a few more reasons why digital
prinfing 15 environmienially friendly;

W No VOC-emitting fountaim solution
chemicals

B Mo petraoleum-based inks

B No press-cleaning chemicals

B No film/platernaking chemicals

B No mewl plates, and

W No synthefic proofing materials.

Consider also that once you've printad,
and have your design, document or markefing
message In the final user's hands, you've used
all the energy and resources needed lo go
info producing that paricular message and
Il can be reused hime and ime agam at no
exlra cost 1o the enviranment. However, each
and every single time an email is opened, a
PDOF brochure is looked af, 8 TVC is seen or
radio ad s heard, maore energy in the form
of eleciricily is being sapped up, and more
damage done to the ervirgnment. After all,
one of gur main sources of electricity still
comes from burning fossi| fuels, like coal

Print is clearly a green mediuem and an
ohvious choice for anyona trying to send an
effective and green message — but whal about
digital prind specifically™ Are digital printers
any greener than convenfional printers? The
lomg and short of il s, yes. With thear short
run capability, digital printers are not nearly
as hungry as traditional offsel printers.

“DIGITAL PRINTING GENERALLY HAS VERY
LITTLE IN THE WAY OF PAPER WASTAGE. ALSO
MOST EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS HAVE GOOD
PROCEDURES FOR RECOVERY AND RECYCLING
OF USED CONSUMABLES.

Gone are the days when companias had 16
approximate how much they needed to fill the
long run capability of offsel presses. produce
warehouse overruns and, ulimately, pulp
outdaled and unused collateral. Companies
can now limit their print runs 1o exactly the
number of peces they need, with comparable
print quality 1o its offsel counerparl. This
printing melhod even has advantages over
offset prinlers using soy inks. While soy
comprises B6& percent oil - which isn'
wodegradable - digital printing uses 100
percent non-toxic toner. Toner-based inks also
produce less chemical wasle

The custormised persanalisation abilities
of digital print allow for more targeted and
sophisticated messages, yisiding higher
response rates and, ultimately, higher refurns
with fewer printed pieces. The high value,
short run rmaterial produced by digital printers
means thal digital print has a much srmaller
envircnmental footprint 1o offset printers who
are imited fo long run pieces with bittle to no
cusiomisation

Sn, what about the olher environmental
aspects of digitsl printing? In general digital
printing 5 environmentally riendly, as
previously mentioned, through 1the ability af
‘just in time" printing for fems like books
rather than warehousing of bocks printed n
large print runs. Such books are frequently

unsold and may well be pulped. Digital printing

generally has very little in the way of paper
waslage. Also most equipmen suppliers have
good procedures for recavery and recycling of
ised consumables.

The print mdustry itself has in place a
number ol mitiatives 10 encourage printers
fo becoma more environmentally friendly,
and assist media buyers in recognising and
locating green print service praviders. The
Graphic Arts Services Association of Austratia
{GASAAL has a flagship environmental
management course called “Truly Green’,
which frams providers fo implemend cost- and
waste-gffective environmental management
syslems that are compliant with international
standards (15014000, and ns recenily
launched 'Carbon Foolprint Scheme’ rales a
praviders” environmantat footprini, similar 1o
the white goods energy raling scheme. Log
on o www.gasaa.asn.au 1o find a Truly Green
Printer or learn more about the programs,
With the current green pressures 1o
conform lo strict environmental practices |
baheve that digital printing is doing an excellent
job, and | also see a maor commiimant from
all suppliers to the environment. o

Theo Petlaras is a sell-confessed design
Junkie and veteran in the prinling industry.
He was ane of the first commercial printers
to become an exclusive digital print
producer, commencing his Sydney company,
Digitalpress, in 2005, He is also cbsessed
with Helvetica.
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